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VIRGINIA AND THE CHEROKEES, &c. 



The Treaties of 1768 and 1770. 



From Documents in the British Public Record Office. 



(Concluded.) 
Lord Hillsborough* to Lord Bottetourt. 

Your Lordships despatches Nos. 34, 35, 36 and 37 have been 
received and laid before the King ; and the Journals of the 
Council and House of Burgesses, together with the Acts passed 
in the last Sessionf of Assembly, having been by His Majesty's 
command trasmitted to the Board of Trade, I am persuaded 
their Lordships will not fail to take every step that shall be pro- 
per in consequence thereof, and to lay before His Majesty such 
ofthelawsas shall appear to require the royal confirmation, 
either from their having clauses suspending their execution, or 
from any other circumstances that shall make such confirmation 
necessary. 

I have long seen and lamented how greatly Assemblies in 
America have been influenced in their proceedings and delibera- 
tions by the private correspondence of persons here in England, 
who seem to have no other view but to promote distress to the 
Mother country, by all possible means, and there is little doubt 
that both the Association for non-importation and the petition 
of the House of Burgesses on the subject of Revenue Laws, and 
the regulation of the Courts of Admiralty, have been encouraged 
by advice of this sort; but I am at a loss to guess by what spe- 
cies of reasoning it is that the House of Burgesses of Virginia 
can, in these cases reconcile an implicit submission to the dic- 
tates of turbulent individuals with their own dignity and with a 
conduct that seems in every other respect to have no other ob- 
ject than the public welfare. 

I am convinced upon the fullest consideration that the ex- 

* Willis Hill (1718-1793), Earl of Hillsborough, was Secretary of State 
for the Colonies 1768-1772, and was principal Secretary of State for the 
American department during the Revolution. 

t This was the session which began May 21, 177a Some of the pro- 
ceedings have been printed in this Magazine, XII, 353-357. 
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tension of the Boundary line* as proposed in the address of the 
House of Burgesses to you in December last, would never have 
been consented to by the Cherokees, or if their consent could 
have been obtained, that settlement so far to the Westward 
would not only have been inconsistent with the true principles of 
policy, but would also have been the ground of continual jeal- 
ousy and disputes, and therefore it was very pleasing to me to 
find that the House had receded from its claim and closed with 
the proposal contained in my letter to you of the 13th May 1769. 

It would have been very fortunate if this service could have 
been completed for the sum originally estimated, and that your 
Lordship had not been under the necessity of adopting so unu- 
sual a measure as that of drawing upon His Majesty's quit- Rents 
for the sum of .£400, which Mr. Stuart thought fit to add to his 
estimate. The King, however, acquiesces in the motives which 
have induced your Lordship to take the step, fully confiding 
that proper care will be taken that it shall not be drawn into pre- 
cedent. 

I am very happy that the answer I gave to Gen'l Mackay 
on the subject of his recommendation of Mr. Wormleyt is ap- 
proved by your Lordship. I agree with you in opinion that 
his distant residence from the Seat of Government is a good 
ground of objection to his being of the Council, and I shall not 
fail to communicate to the Board of Trade what your Lordship 
proposes in regard to Mr. Diggs ;J but I do not apprehend that 
an appointment of that gentleman can take place until a vacan- 
cy happens, when I have no doubt that your recommendation 
will have its due weight. 

I am, &c. Hillsborough. 

[Endorsed.] 
"Draft to Lord Bottetourt, 
"Whitehall, Oct. 3rd, 1770. ["No. 37."] 

* This was the extension of the Virginia line to the Cherokee, or Ten- 
nessee River, advocated by the House of Burgesses. 

t This was doubtless Ralph Wormeley, Sr., of " Rosegill," Middlesex 
County. He was never in the Council, though his son Ralph Worme- 
ley, Jr., was appointed a member of that body in 1771. 

t Probably Dudley Digges, of York County. He was never a member 
of the Colonial Council, but was elected to the first State Council in 
1776. 
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Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 
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THE TREATY OF LANCASTER, 1744. 



(From Copy'in Collections of the Virginia Historical Society. ) 



[Though the text of this treaty is well known, it is thought 
best not to omit it here. See note on the treaty, Va. Mag. of Hist. 
& Biography, XIII, 5-6. In Page's PageFamily( 1893), is print- 
ed (201-204) a copy, mth/ac similes of the marks.ofthe chiefs, 
derived from a copy on parchment formerly in the possession of 
Dr. Thomas Walker. See Penn. Mag. of Hist. & Biog., Vols. 
I and II, for the journal of William Black, Secretary of the Vir- 
ginia Commission. This journal was edited and annotated by 
Mr. R. A. Brock, Corresponding Secretary of Virginia Histori- 
cal Society.] 

To all people to whom these presents shall come Conasa- 
tugo, Tachanoontia, Joneehat, Caxhayion, Torachdadon, Nee- 
rohanyah, and Roiirrawarkto, Sachims or Chiefs of ye nation of 
the Onondagoes, Saquihsonyunt, Gashraddodon.Hurasaly-akoni 
Rowamhohiso, Ocoghquah, Seayenties, Sachims or Chiefs of 
ye nation of ye Cahugas, Swadamy alias Shirketiney, Onishu- 
dagua, Onothkallydaroy, alias Watsatuha, Tohashwaroiororovv, 
Arnighosh-harvand Tiorkaasoy, Sachims or Chiefs of the nation 
of the Tuscaroras, Tansauegos, and Tanikiuntus Sachims or 
Chiefs of ye nation of the Senekers send greeting— Whereas the 
Six united Nations of Indians laying Claim to some Lands in the 
Colony of Virginia signified their willingness to enter into a 
treaty concerning the Same— Whereupon Thomas Lee, Esq., a 
Member in Ordinary of his Majesty's honourable Council of State 
and one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature in 
that Colony and William Beverly, Esq., Colonel and County 
Lieutenant of the County of Orange and one of the representa- 
tives of the people in the House of Burgesses of that Colony 
were deputed by the Governor of the said Colony as Commis- 



